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Unleſs men are allowed to endeavour to convince others 
of the truth of their opinions, all teaching muſt be laid aſide, 
and men will be hindred from doing the greateſt act of hu- 
manity and charity for one another; for no man can teach 
others, but by endeavouring to convince them; nor ought 
any one to teach another any thing, but that whereof he him- 
ſelf is perſwaded ; nor can any man have any other rule of 
teaching truth, but his own ſentiments, Pref. to the 
Grounds, exc. p. viii. 
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To the Aurno R of 


7 2 Grovnys and Rx asoxS 
2 Chriſtianity. 


V Deſign in cheſe Papers is, 
to make ſome Reflections 

thoſe parts of your. 
Book, where Mr. V hiſton is 
1 nor concerned. 


In order 3 1 bail firſt with. 
Four Title Page; The Grounds and Rea- 
— + : 4 | A 3 | ; ſous 


* „ 92 * 


Ts) 


fons of ch And here I deſire 
to know, whether you are convinced in 
your own Conſcience that your Grounds 1 
and Reaſons are ſufficient and ſtrong e- 3 
nough to convince men of the truth of 
Chriſtianity: If you do really think ſo, 

I deſire to know further, whether you are 

not ſatisſied in your own mind, that there 

are much better Arguments to prove the 

truth of Chriſtianity than thoſe produced 
in your Book : If you are convinced there 
are, (as I think a perſon of your exten- 

_ five knowledge can't but be) then I con- 
clude in, or very near, your own words; 
that as a Man, you have 2 20 confulted 
_ Jour own Reaſon ; and as a Chriſtian and 
Proteſtant, the Scriptures upon this Sub- 
jet; as by your own confeſſion, you, 
and all others, who write upon this Subz. 
ject ought to do; neither have you ße 

the beſt means of information (which as 
you ſay) conſiſts in conſulting Reaſon 3 
and Scripture, and calling in the aid 9 
F others. But enough about the * 
Page! © 
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The very "firſt Propoſition. is ſo ambi- 
a expreſſed (and I wiſh it was not 
with a deſign to deceive the unwary 
readers) that after I have conſidered it o- 
yer and over again, I can make nothing. 
but a notorious falſhood of it. CHriſtia- 
nity is founded upon Fudaiſm: If you 
mean by it the Chriſtian Religion is found- 
ed on Judaiſm only, it is a very great 
falſhood: If you mean by ir that one ar- 
gument for the truth of Chriſtianity is 
founded upon the truth of the Jewiſh Re- 
ligion, I perfectly agree with you: If nei- 
ther of theſe be your meaning, I deſire 

a further explication, that I may be able 
thereby to make ſome further reply. I. 
don't in the leaſt queſtion bur you &now 
that there are other arguments beſides 
thoſe drawn from the Jewiſh Religion to 
prove the truth of the Chriſtian ; 3. and 
therefore I take the liberty to tell you 
again, that you have not #/ed the beſt . 
means of information ; ; neither have you 
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con ſulted your oum Rea ſon and the Serip- 


tures, as you ought to have done, before 
you publiſh'd to the World your own 
thoughts upon this ſubjed. 2 


But to proceed: Altho? Feſus is the 
Per ſon ſaid in the New Teſtament to be 
 promi#d in the Old, under the character 
of the Meſſias of the eus; yet he does. 
not claim the obedience of the world as_ 
ſuch only; for he was Meſſias of the 
Gentiles alſo, and claims obedience from 
them, as ſuch. Your next words are; 
Ie is the deſign of the Authors of the 
New, to prove ALL THE PARTS of 

_ Chriſtianity from the Old Teſtament. All 
the parts are ambiguous words. If you 
pleaſe to explain, I thall be able, 1 Wen 5 


to make ſome reply. 


1 | 


In the former Section, it was all the 2 
parts; now tis St. Matthew proves fe. 
veral parts: Here you are more explicit; > 


I. Wiſh. * had been ſo before. Our 


Bleſſed 


(9) 


Bleſſed Saviour avd his Apoſtles make uſe 
of the Predictions of the Old Teſtament, 
as one argument to prove the truth of 


Chriſtianity ; but then they make uſe of 
ſeveral other arguments to prove the 


ſame, as plainly and undeniably appears = 
from the New Teſtament. „ 


It does not plainly appear that St. Paul's 


argument, which you, in a ſly manner, 
call a Divine argument, to prove the 


truth of Chriſtianity, is made uſe of by 
him to that purpoſe ; and I believe upon 


a ſecond reading of that whole chapter, 
from whence your quotation is taken, you 


will find, that you have not rightly ap- 
prehended his ſcope and deſign in it. You 


tell us, p. 12. that the grand and funda- 


mental Article of Chriſtianity was, that 


Jeſus of Nazareth was the Meſſius of 
the Jews predicted in the Old Teſtament. 
When you think fit to explain thoſe pom- 


© pous words, The grand and fundamental 


3 e 5 


Article, for they very much want it, I 
ſhall think fit ro-make a reply. Chriſtia- 


nity beg deſigned for Heul, as well 
etc B „ 
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as Jews, there muſt be ſome grand and 


fundamental Article for them alſo; un- 


leſs you can make it appear, that the Gen- 


tiles ought to turn Jews before ey” be- 
come Chriſtian Conyerts. Sd 


III. 


The next Section is about the 4 
true Canon of Scripture: By a Canon you 


mean nothing elſe bur a Rule. The Old 


Teftament was ſuch a Rule to the Jews in 


the times of the Apoſtles. Now although 
our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles have 
declared no Books of the New Teſtament 
to be canonical; yer unleſs you can 

prove, that thaſe who ſettled the Canon 
of the New Teſtamenr afterwards, were 
ſuch men as you vilely ſuggeſt them to be, 
all you ſay is nothing to the purpoſe. I 
cannot look upon you as an impartial Judge 


of what is proper for Jeſus and his Apo- 


ſtles to have done in this matter: It is 


fact, that neither of them have left us 2 


Canon of the New Teſtament, and that 
they thought proper ( whatever your 
3 Fhoughts 
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(1) 
thoughts are about it) to leave it to ſome 
after them to do it. Your hints are very 


Jhort concerning the true Canon of Scri- 


Þture, and very powerful Conſiderations 


(in your own opinion I mean) to put an 


end 20 all the Controverſies of Chriſtians 


"about the Canon of Scripture. Bur I hope 
upon a ſecond reflection you will think 
they ought to have been much longer, to 
ſettle a matter of ſo great importance to 


the Chriſtian World; and that if you think 
fit to write again, you will beg pardon for 


your falſe reflection upon many great Di- 


vines, for preſuming to correct, by criti- 
cal Emendations, ſeveral e Places i in. 
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This whole Section diſcovers ſo much 


Ignorance about, and ſo much Malice a- 
gainſt, all revealed Religion, that I deſire 
you to read it over again, and to let the 
World know; whether you are till con- 
Vitdced of The truth of Speth nr in it. 
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bes wrath of a 3 in 


ſome meaſure, but not as you ſay, (only, 


and as it ought) on ancient Revelations 


made to the Jews in the Old Teſtament ; 


for we have other Arguments, as good and 
concluſive, made uſe of by our bleſſed Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles, to convince lai 


and Gentiles of the truth thereof 


The 1 to «ah nd Section is a a full 


anſwer to this: 1 ſhall only add, that 1 
wiſh the Title had been concerning the . 
Proofs of Chriſtianity in general; for. then 
1 ſhould have had ſome hopes from ſuch a 
Title, that you would therein have made 
uſe of the beſt means of Information to e- 
W the truth of e. 


75 
13 


* 


. 3 theſe 8 are valid, or. e.not, 


Chriſtianity may be ſtrongly and invinci- 
bly cſtabliſhed c on other ſolid and true Foun- 
dT - 4 4 8 dations; 


" ; 
a 


(337 
_ dations; becauſe our bleſſed Saviour and 
his Apoſtles have made uſe of ſuch for its 
eſtabliſhment in the World. Sr. Peter's ar- 
gument drawn from prophecy, which pro- 
_ ceeds from the Holy Ghoſt, may be a ſtron- 
ger argument than a Miracle. But our 
bleſſed Saviour, who foretold his own Re- 
ſurrection, and did riſe again by a miracu- 


lous Power, is a ſtronges argument than 
St. Peter 8. : 


I paſs over the remaining part as little te to | 
the purpoſe. 


Whether the Proofs from the Old Te- 
flament be valid, or not, Chriſtianity has 
fill a Juſt Foundation: For our bleſſed Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles do not make the 
ttuth of Chriſtianity to pond, on this Foun- 
Ss = 5 only. 35 


1 8 to What you = 3 8 1 
1 anſwer, that our Saviour himſelf often ap- 
1 N to his Miracles, as an argument of 
2 his 


his diviue Miffloti; and there is one in the 
New Teſtament, which is both a Prophecy 
uud a Miracie; and that alone, without a- 
muy collateral proof, is the ſtrongeſt and 
Moſt coneluſive proof for the truth of the 
"Chriſtian Religion; but if it be not ſuch 
without collateral proofs, with the addi- 
1 tion of thoſe, it will appear, T hope, when 
1 thoroughly conſidered and juſty ſtared, an 
Jil unanſwerable proof for the divine Miſſion 
Jl of our rn Saviour. c CF 
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1n this Section you er to make 
i 1 that the Proofs you have brought 
for, or againſt, the truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, are Typirat'or Megorical Proofs. © 
3 1 deſire yon to conſider what you Ll 
mean by an Altegorical Prot: and try bỹß 
a little reflection, Whether you have ob- 
ſerved the rules laid down by the acute 
Mr. Lock, about the combination and con- 
nection of Ideas. A Proof” is an argu- 
ment * to erince * the trurt of a Nous 
| So 2 ni An 
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An Allegory is a continuation of a Si- 
militude, for the illuſtration or explication 


of oy truth we are endeavouring to find 


out. Ir is evident that theſe two Ideas 
can't be joyned together, but are utterly 
inconſiſtent; and you might as well have 


ſaid that theſe Proofs are nonſenſical Proofs, 


as that they are Altegorical Proofs ; it be- 


ing a flat contradiction in terms, to call 2 
Proof an Allegorical Proof. And had 


you not forgot Mr. Lock's rules about the 


combination of Ideas, you would never 


have ſuffer'd ſo much nonſenſe, about Al. 
 legorical Proofs, to drop from your pen. 
You'd never have ſaid a word about the 
ſtrength or weakneſs of ſuch ſort of Proofs. 


But to quit this abuſe of words in you, | 


Suppoſing theſe Proofs, which you call 
Typical and Secondary, as well as Allego- 


rical, are not Proofs according to ſthola- 
flick Rules; yet they may be ſtrong and 


concluſive Proofs, according to the rules 


of Grammar and Logick; and as ſuch you 


Paght to Have conigered them; and then 
| you'd 


( I 6 ) N 

you'd have behaved your ſelf like a man 
that was making an impartial enquiry af. 
ter trutrb. I might go on to conſider the 
remaining part of this Chapter, but the 


reaſon why 1 do not at preſent, you'll find 
=: the end of this Letter. oe 


„ Ks IX. 


1 agree with you in fauppoſin ing, at an 

Author has but one meaning at a time 
to a propoſition (which is to be found | 
out by a critical examination of hig 
words ) and 0 in citing that propoſition . 
From him, and i in arguing From it in that 

one meaning, is to proceed by the com- 
mon rules of Grammar and Logick. By 


which rules, 1 ſhall now examine * title 
of this Chapter. 


"The Nurs of Typical or Alkegrica 
Proſe and a 


* 


| A Proof is an argument. to evince os ; 
gat a Ae. An es as1 ob- P 


LI 


Boe 5 Now 


| Now A Mania "y never nmr of, as a 
ſpecies, or fort-of proof; on argument; but 
as am illaſtration of explication of any 
ſubject we ats ſpeaking of, or writing up- 
on; and thefefbre Allegorical proof is 
: Nonſenee: : inaſmuch as it implies a con- 
traciiction in tefms. The Ideas of 21/6; 
| gory and Proof are inconſiſtent Ideas; and 
Vout joy ning two ſueh ãncoherent terms to. 
getrher, ſnews you to have clear and diſtinct 
underſtanding of the nature and connection 
bök ideas; tho" you may imagine that you 
have given the World à full and diſtinct 
. e of 1 e and Rea- 


1 bunt, 
0 Bat afte an: "is WY 1 _ 


= mate uſe or, and appealed to the predi- 
7 Qions of the Ol: Teſtament as a proof 
For His divitic Miſfion ; and therefore thoſe = 
predictions with their cempletion in the 
New, muſt -be-1ooKd upon as ſtrong} ant 
Loneluſtye proofs: Fr the truth of Chriſti 
Atity. It ſeetms to me plain and evident, 
re reading over all the * n 
b | the 
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F 18 1 f 
che Old Teſtanient and their completions f 
in the New, that ſome of them relate 
to the perſon of the Meſſiah only, and 
that others which are predicted of our 
bleſſed Saviour, ſeem to be fulfilled ſome 
way in him; tho' at the ſame time, the 
Prophets might have ſome other perſon in 
view; and thoſe predictions might be ful- 
filled in that perſon, ſoon after the publi- 
cation of thoſe; prophecies. to the world. 
However, if you deſire it, I promiſe to re- 
conſider this matter, 9 05 no other deſign 
but to find out 0 n r 


9 hoe hy this thin: you are. convince 
that the Cauſe of Chriſtianity is not given 
up to the Jews, and other Enemies, by 
our appealing to the Predictions of the 
Old Teſtament, and their completions in - 
the New, and making uſe of them as 4 
ſtrong and concluſive proof for the truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion; and that no 
other enemies can make it plain and evi- 
dent, that the Old and New Teſtament 
have 10 manner of: connect ſon in that 
| 8 $13 
5 last 


they were 100 0 cure fe 


667. p ß Dt. Bo id. ad 
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1 might goon 5000 confider the II th Chap- 


ter. But this would not in the leaſt promote 7 


the chief end, and principal deſign, I have 
in this Letter to you, Sir, in your Pre- 


9 face you have declared to the World in a 


very ſolemn manner, pag. 23. That free : 
| * debate tends to ſhorten and Lift the wam- 
ter of Controverſies ; that if free debate 
= were permitted, many points, notwith- 


Handing the preſent warm conteſts, and 


earned Books written pro and co about 
them are ſo plain, that they would not 8 
then bear a long debate; many others 


would be dropp'd when it was ſeen, that 
or the learned to 


maſter; and all pd, of ſpeculations 


YZ whatſdever would be dropp'd among the 


vulgar. For theſe good Reaſons, if you 
will promiſe, that if there be any further 


Correſpondence between us, you'll behaye 
Vvour ſelf more like 2 Man, more like a 
perſon of moral Honeſty and Integrity; 
but * more like a Gentleman, . 
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